
 

ACT558 Fraud Data Analysis 
Credit Hours: 3  

Contact Hours: This is a 3-credit course, offered in accelerated format. This means that 16 weeks of 
material is covered in 8 weeks. The exact number of hours per week that you can 
expect to spend on each course will vary based upon the weekly coursework, as 
well as your study style and preferences. You should plan to spend 14-20 hours per 
week in each course reading material, interacting on the discussion boards, writing 
papers, completing projects, and doing research. 

 
Course Description and Outcomes 

 
Course Description: 
This course focuses on computer-assisted analytical techniques for fraud detection and investigation. Students 
will learn about solutions to data problems and applications of analytical techniques for preventive, detective, 
and corrective controls. 

Course Overview: 
ACT558 introduces basic techniques to uncover fraud through data analytics. The course is focused on 
computer-assisted analytical techniques for fraud detection and investigation, with emphases on analytical 
solutions to fraud problems and the application of computer-based techniques for preventive, detective, and 
corrective controls. The course examines specific types of fraud, including financial statement 
misrepresentation, and helps students identify the types of data available and the tools that can be used to 
detect and prevent fraud. The course also provides in-depth analysis of risk factors within an organization and 
addresses the development of red flags to assist with the identification of fraudulent activity. 

 
Course Learning Outcomes: 
 

1. Formulate and evaluate reasons for using data analysis to detect fraud. 
2. Obtain and cleanse the data. 
3. Explain characteristics and components of the data and assess its completeness. 
4. Identify known fraud symptoms and use digital analysis to identify unknown fraud symptoms. 
5. Automate the detection process. 
6. Verify results and understand how to prosecute fraud.   

 

Participation & Attendance 

 

Prompt and consistent attendance in your online courses is essential for your success at CSU-Global Campus. 
Failure to verify your attendance within the first 7 days of this course may result in your withdrawal. If for some 
reason you would like to drop a course, please contact your advisor.   

SAMPLE



 
Online classes have deadlines, assignments, and participation requirements just like on-campus classes. Budget 
your time carefully and keep an open line of communication with your instructor.  If you are having technical 
problems, problems with your assignments, or other problems that are impeding your progress, let your 
instructor know as soon as possible. 

 
Course Materials 

 
 
Textbook Information is located in the CSU-Global Booklist on the Student Portal. 

 
Course Schedule 

 

Due Dates 
The Academic Week at CSU-Global begins on Monday and ends the following Sunday. 

  Discussion Boards:  The original post must be completed by Thursday at 11:59 p.m. MT and Peer 
Responses posted by Sunday 11:59 p.m. MT. Late posts may not be awarded points. 

 Opening Exercises:  Take the opening exercise before reading each week’s content to see which areas 
you will need to focus on. You may take these exercises as many times as you need. The opening 
exercises will not affect your final grade. 

 Mastery Exercises:  Students may access and retake mastery exercises through the last day of class until 
they achieve the scores they desire. 

  Critical Thinking:  Assignments are due Sunday at 11:59 p.m. MT. 

 Live Classroom: Although participation is not required, a Live Classroom session will be held during 
Week 4.  
 

  

SAMPLE



Week # Readings Assignments 

1 

 Chapters 1, 2 & 3 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and 
Techniques for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Spellman, R. (2011). Using Microsoft Excel to generate 
usage statistics. Journal of Access Services, 8(4), 150-156. 
doi:10.1080/15367967.2011.585576 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Critical Thinking (150 points) 

2 

 Chapters 15 & 16 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and 
Techniques for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 McGurrin, D., Jarrell, M., Jahn, A., & Cochrane, B. (2013). 
White collar crime representation in the criminological 
literature revisited, 2001-2010. Western Criminology 
Review, 14(2), 3-19. 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Portfolio Milestone (20 points 
toward Portfolio grade) 

 

3 

 Chapter 14 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and Techniques 
for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Hipgrave, S. (2013). Smarter fraud investigations with big 
data analytics. Network Security, 2013(12), 7-9. 
doi:10.1016/S1353-4858(13)70135-1. 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Critical Thinking (150 points) 
 

4 

 Chapter 13 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and Techniques 
for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Brennan, N., Oelschlaeger, A., Cox, C., & Tavenner, M. 
(2014). Leveraging the big-data revolution: CMS is 
expanding capabilities to spur health system 
transformation. Health Affairs, 33(7), 1195-1202. 
doi:10.1377/hlthaff.2014.0130 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Portfolio Milestone (15 points 
toward Portfolio grade) 

 Live Classroom (0 points) 

5 

 Chapters 17 & 18 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and 
Techniques for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Hussain, S. N., & Manzoor, S. R. (2014). Enhancing firm 
financial position by reducing white collar crime through 
financial crime control remedies: A study of KP hospitals. 
Pakistan Journal of Commerce & Social Sciences, 8(2), 
384-398. 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Critical Thinking (150 points) 
 

6 

 Chapter 4 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and Techniques 
for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Chapter 4 PowerPoint slides in Forensic Analytics: 
Methods and Techniques for Forensic Accounting 
Investigations 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Portfolio Milestone (0 points) 
 

7 

 Chapters 12 & 13 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and 
Techniques for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Chapters 12-24 PowerPoint slides in Forensic Analytics: 
Methods and Techniques for Forensic Accounting 
Investigations 

 Discussion (25 points) 
 

8 

 Chapters 5-8 in Forensic Analytics: Methods and 
Techniques for Forensic Accounting Investigations 

 Chapter 5 PowerPoint slides in Forensic Analytics: 
Methods and Techniques for Forensic Accounting 
Investigations 
 

 Discussion (25 points) 

 Portfolio Project (350 points) SAMPLE



Assignment Details 

 
This course includes the following assignments/projects: 
 
Module 1  
 

Critical Thinking: (150 points)  
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this week. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Critical Survey of Forensic Analytics 
 
In this first week of ACT558, we have begun an examination of the world of forensic analytics, a very exciting field 
in criminal justice. For this Critical Thinking activity, compile a critical survey of forensic analytics that provides a 
response to each of the following items:  
 

1. Forensic analytics is the procurement and analysis of electronic data to reconstruct, detect, or otherwise 
support a claim of financial fraud. List and briefly describe the four main steps in forensic analytics. 

2. Cite four features of Microsoft Access and describe how each can inform a process of forensic analytics by 
performing calculations and manipulating and querying data. 

3. Explain why is it important to perform data cleansing before the data is analyzed. 

4. Identify the sorts of data one can put into a cell in an Excel worksheet that can inform a process of 
forensic analytics 

5. Explain the difference between using the Copy and Paste sequence in Excel and using the Data→Get 
External Data commands. 

6. Describe how one can use Excel's conditional formatting options in forensic analytics. 

7. Address the question of whether a forensic report should include a recommendations section. 

8. Identify the five main sections of a slide show presentation dealing with a forensic-related matter. 

9. Explain why a slide show presentation on a forensic matter should only be made at the end of the 
investigation and why there should be no interim report.  

10. Identify who would be the audience for a presentation concerning a fraud investigation that dealt with 
members of senior management. 

 
Your paper should be 3-4 pages in length and conform to CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 
Include at least three scholarly references in addition to the course textbook. The CSU-Global Library is a good 
place to find these references. 
 
Option #2: Forensic Analytics Investigator Presentation 
 
Fraud investigators must frequently present their findings in PowerPoint format to CEOs, board members, 
prosecutors, industry groups, etc. This is a critical skill and one that must be mastered in order to increase the 
chances of a successful investigation. In this critical thinking activity, you will develop 5 PowerPoint slides and play 
the role of a fraud investigator presenting to an audience. The details are as follows.  
 

 You have been hired by ACME insurance company to assist in developing an anti-fraud program to help 
determine why the company is experiencing financial losses even though it seems to be doing well in sales 
and revenue generation.  

 ACME offers personal auto insurance policies and targets the multi-vehicle family as its primary customer. 
Along with insurance, the company also provides claim adjusting services, which include the handling of 
any medical claim as a result of a motor vehicle accident.        SAMPLE



 ACME is a relatively small company (20 employees) and has not invested money into any database 
program to assist with this investigation. Therefore, you will have to use Excel and/or Access as the 
primary tool for your analytical investigation.  

 This is your very first meeting with the company; in attendance will be the CEO, VP and 5 managers.  

 They have explained to you that they only want you to use Excel and/or Access in your investigation and 
want you to explain the advantages and disadvantages of using each of these programs.  

 Based on your opinion, you may want to make a recommendation as to which system you think would be 
the most effective when performing this fraud analysis. Make sure to fully evaluate and support your 
assessment.  

 
Your presentation should be at least 5 slides in length and conform to CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA 
Requirements. Include at least three scholarly references in addition to the course textbook.  The CSU-Global 
Library is a good place to find these references. 
 
Portfolio Project Reminder Options #1 and 2 
 
ACT558 requires you to complete a Portfolio Project, which is due at the end of Module 8. This week, be sure to 
review the Portfolio Project Description, which can be accessed on the Module 8 Folder page, and the Portfolio 
Project Rubric. There are two Portfolio Project assignment options. Choose one of the two assignments to 
complete this term. Do not do both assignments.  
 
The Portfolio Project requires that you assume the role of a forensic analyst to perform a forensic analysis for a 
company, for which you will research and use financial data available on the internet. Note that you will be 
required to identify the company that will be the subject of your research and submit a brief profile of the 
company before midnight of Week 2, and then submit an outline of the written project along with the data set that 
will be analyzed. 
 
Accordingly, it is crucial that you begin research for your Portfolio Project this week and continue to work on the 
project throughout the term.  
 
You may submit a draft of the written and/or PowerPoint portion of your Portfolio Project any time before Sunday 
midnight of Week 6 to get feedback from the instructor before Sunday midnight of Week 7. This is an optional 
assignment. However, it is recommended that you take advantage of this opportunity to receive recommendations 
and evaluation for this important project. 

 
Module 2  
 

Portfolio Project Milestone (20 points) 
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this week. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Forensic Analysis and Presentation of Findings Company Profile 
 
Week 2 Deliverable: Company Profile (20 points toward a final Portfolio Project score of 350 Points) 
 
Choose a company that will be the focus of your investigation. Begin by searching the internet to find a company 
about which you can obtain financial documents—at minimum an income statement and balance sheet. Larger 
companies can be located using a SEC 10-K Report. If you type this in Google followed by a company name you will 
see results, for example, SEC 10-K Report Coca-Cola. You can also locate financial records for companies using 
general Google searches and also Ventureline.com, for which a link is provided below. Your instructor must 
approve of your company prior to your beginning substantive work on the project. Consider choosing a company 
that you can also obtain background information on as this will be useful for some areas of the investigation. For 
your final report provide a one paragraph to one page description of your company including basic facts such as 
financial status, market it operates in, product or service, etc.  

SAMPLE



 
Ventureline.com is an excellent site to research and obtain the financial statements of companies and to obtain 
results from specific ratio analyses. 
 
https://www.ventureline.com/financial-statement-analysis/ 
 
Option #2: Forensic Analysis Investigation Case Study Company Profile 
 
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Examples-of-Corporate-Fraud-Investigations-Fiscal-Year-2013 
 
Choose an IRS fraud case from the link provided above. Perform background searches on the company involved by 
searching the internet or the CSU-Global Library’s LexisNexis to find financial documents—at minimum an income 
statement and balance sheet. Larger companies can be located using an SEC 10-K Report. If you type this in Google 
followed by a company name, you will see results, for example, SEC 10-K Report Coca-Cola. You can also locate 
financial records for companies using general Google searches and Ventureline.com, for which a link is provided 
below. Your instructor must approve of your case prior to your beginning substantive work on the project. For your 
final report, provide a one- to two-slide description of your company, including basic facts such as financial status, 
market it operates in, product or service, etc. 
 
Ventureline.com is an excellent site to research and obtain the financial statements of companies and to obtain 
results from specific ratio analyses. 
 
Provide the name of the company of your choice, URLs and/or contact information to specify where you will get 
your data and company information, and a short description of the company, including the type of business, 
products and/or services offered, markets served, size, and financial status. 
 
Your company profile should be 2-3 PowerPoint slides with document and citation formatting in conformity 
with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 

 
Module 3  
 

Critical Thinking: (150 points)  
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this week. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Fraud Vulnerability Assessment  
 
Click here to view a fraud vulnerability assessment prepared by Summerford Accountancy, PC, for the Wake 
County Board of Education in Raleigh, NC. 
 
Then prepare a slide show presentation that meets the following specifications: 
 

1. Prepare two or three slides summarizing the specific approach of the background and engagement team 
in the report. These sections refer to pages 4 to 16 in the report. 

2. Prepare two or three slides summarizing the areas of noted weakness in the report. This section is in 
pages 17 to 26 in the report. 

3. Prepare two or three slides summarizing the fraud prevention and detection section in the report. This 
section is in pages 27 to 34 in the report. 

4. Prepare two or three slides interpreting the firm’s investigative approach to this case.  Briefly evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of the firm’s approach and compare it with alternative tactics.      

 
Your presentation should be well organized, well written, and 8 to 12 slides in length, with any citations you might 
use formatted in conformity with the CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. Include at least one 
scholarly reference. The CSU-Global Library is a good place to find these references.   
SAMPLE

https://csuglobal.blackboard.com/bbcswebdav/pid-1406329-dt-content-rid-7341690_2/courses/KEY_CRJ558/courseFiles_spring2014b/CRJ558-CT-Mod03-Summerville-Vulnerability-Assessment.pdf


 
Option #2: Fraud Analytical System Matching 
 
There is no doubt that there are a significant number of options for a company to choose from when deciding on a 
fraud analytical system. Basic Excel and Access programs will provide very useful information in the development 
of a fraud plan. However, if there is funding available, a company can elect to spend resources on many advanced, 
contemporary analytical systems.  
 
In this critical thinking activity, you will match an analytical system to a company and then justify your assessment. 
Assume the role of the fraud manager in each of the companies listed below. There is a hyperlink provided, but 
feel free to conduct internet searches to obtain more information on these businesses. Then choose an analytical 
system from the 4 listed below that you think would be the most ideal for that particular company. Don’t forget to 
consider cost in your analysis. 
 
COMPANY:  

1) IBM  http://www.ibm.com/us/en/ 
2) Troy, N.Y.  High School http://www.troy.k12.ny.us/schools/ths/ 
3) Albany Medical Center http://www.amc.edu/ 
4) Advantage Transit Group http://albanycarservice.com/ 

 
ANALYTICAL SYSTEM:  

1) Microsoft Excel  
2) Microsoft Access  
3) Kount   http://www.kount.com/ 
4) EastNets http://www.eastnets.com/Homepage.aspx 

 
Support your analysis, assertions, and/or positions, providing and integrating at least three citations of credible or 
scholarly sources, one of which may be the course textbook. The CSU-Global Library is a good place to find credible 
and scholarly sources. Your paper should be 3-4 pages in length, with document and citation formatting in 
conformity with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements.  

 
Module 4  
 

Portfolio Project Milestone (15 points) 
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this week. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Forensic Analysis and Presentation of Findings Outline 
 
Provide a complete formal outline of the written part of the Portfolio Project assignment. The outline should be 
approximately a page in length (give or take a quarter of a page). You are not required to provide a great deal of 
detail; this deliverable is designed to ensure that you are on track to complete your project by the end of Module 
8. 
 
Regarding the submission of data, review the portion of the Portfolio Project Description (found in the Week 8 
Folder). 
 
Option #2: Forensic Analysis Investigation Case Study Outline 
 
Provide a complete outline of the written part of the Portfolio Project. The outline should be of sufficient length 
for your topic and for the research you have collected so far, though you are not required to provide a great deal 
of detail as this deliverable is mostly to ensure that you are on track to complete your project by the end of Week 
8. Still, strive to make it a tool that you will find helpful later during the drafting stage of your project. 
 
SAMPLE



Regarding the submission of data, review the portion of the Portfolio Project description (found in the Week 8 
Folder) under the heading #6: Perform Two Forensic Analytical Tests. 
 
See the Portfolio Project grading rubric, which can be accessed through the Module 8 folder, for details. 
Additionally, you will be expected to incorporate feedback from your instructor into your Portfolio Project. 

 
Module 5 
 

Critical Thinking (150 points) 
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this week. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Evaluate Forensic Tests  
 
Describe, evaluate, and analyze the various forensic tests listed below (which are presented in the course 
textbook).  
 

1. Benford’s Law 
2. Largest Subsets Test  
3. Relative Size Factor Test  
4. Same-Same-Same Test  
5. Correlations  
6. Time-Series Analysis  

 
Please include a response to each of the following items for each of the three tests you select:  
 

1. Describe the main features, purpose, and application of this test in a forensic setting. 
2. Explain the practical application of this test and provide advantages and disadvantages of using this 

approach.  
3. Describe an example in which the test would be applied. 
4. Evaluate this test’s usefulness and formulate an ideal business situation where this test would be most 

useful to the forensic investigator.  
 
Support your analysis, assertions, and/or positions by citing and integrating knowledge from at least three credible 
or scholarly sources, at last one of which is not the course textbook. The CSU-Global Library is a good place to find 
credible and scholarly sources. Your paper should be 3-4 pages in length, with document and citation formatting in 
conformity with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements.  
 
 
Option #2: Professional Presentation of Findings 
 
THIS IS A CONTINUATION OF THE WEEK 1 CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITY (OPTION #2). THE MAIN DIFFERENCE IN 
THIS ACTIVITY IS THAT NOW, INSTEAD OF RECOMMENDING JUST EXCEL OR ACCESS, YOU MUST ANALYZE 6 
SPECIFIC FRAUD TESTS.  
 
Fraud investigators must frequently present their findings in PowerPoint format to CEOs, board members, 
prosecutors, industry groups, etc. This is a critical skill and one that must be mastered in order to increase the 
chances of a successful investigation. In this critical thinking activity, you will develop 5 PowerPoint slides and play 
the role of a fraud investigator presenting to an audience. The details are as follows.  
 

 You have been hired by ACME insurance company to assist in developing an anti-fraud program to help 
the company determine why it is experiencing financial losses, even though it seems to be doing well in 
sales and revenue generation.  SAMPLE



 ACME offers personal auto insurance policies and targets the multi-vehicle family as its primary customer. 
Along with insurance, the company also provides claim adjusting services, which include the handling of 
any medical claim as a result of a motor vehicle accident.        

 ACME is a relatively small company (20 employees) but does have additional resources to allocate to this 
fraud investigation. The company took your advice from the Module 1 Critical Thinking Activity and 
implemented both Excel and Access into various aspects of its business. However, it is now looking for 
additional analysis and has called you back to provide a second forensic consultation.  

 You must briefly (one PowerPoint slide per test) explain the advantages and disadvantages of using each 
of these tests in the company. You may want to make a recommendation in your conclusion as to what 
test you recommend.   

 
1) Benford’s Law 
2) Largest Subsets Test 
3) Relative Size Factor Test 
4) Same-Same-Same Test 
5) Correlations 
6) Time-Series Analysis 

 
Submit 6 well-developed PowerPoint slides. Support your analysis, assertions, and/or positions, providing and 
integrating at least three citations of credible or scholarly sources, one of which may be the course textbook. The 
CSU-Global Library is a good place to find credible and scholarly sources. Your slides and citations should be 
formatted in conformity with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 

 
Module 6  
 

Portfolio Project Reminder (Options #1 and #2) 
 
It is recommended that students complete a draft of the written portion of Portfolio Project by the end of Week 6. 
This is not required, but recommended. No points will be awarded for this activity.   
 

Module 8  
 
Portfolio Project (350 points) 
 
Choose one of the following two assignments to complete this term. Do not do both assignments. Identify your 
assignment choice in the title of your submission.  
 
Option #1: Forensic Analysis and Presentation of Findings  
 
For this Portfolio Project, you will assume the role of a forensic analyst who has been asked by a business to 
conduct a forensic analysis to detect possible fraudulent activity. Perform such an analysis on this company using 
Excel and then present your findings in a final case report, which will include a written component and a slide show 
presentation. You will be required to apply all of the skills and techniques that are presented in the eight course 
modules to run forensic tests and then interpret your findings and create a useable fraud strategy.  
 
The Portfolio Project assignment requires two incremental deliverables that must be delivered before midnight on 
Week 2 and Week 4, respectively: 
 
Due 11:59 p.m. Sunday of Week 2: A draft of your Company Profile. (See item #1 below for description). 
 
Due 11:59 p.m. Sunday of Week 4: a 1- to 2-page outline of the written part of the Portfolio Project, plus the 
data that you will analyze. 
 SAMPLE



Provide a complete outline of the written part of the Portfolio Project assignment. The outline should be 
approximately a page in length (give or take a quarter of a page). You are not required to provide a great deal of 
detail; this deliverable is designed to ensure that you are on track to complete your project by the end of Week 8. 
 
There are seven main areas that must be addressed in this investigation and in the final document report.  
 
1. Company Profile (suggested length one page) 
 
The company profile component of the assignment is a preliminary deliverable, due before midnight Sunday of 
Week 2. 
 
Choose a company that will be the focus of your investigation. Begin by searching the internet to find a company 
about which you can obtain financial documents—at minimum an income statement and balance sheet. Larger 
companies can be located using a SEC 10-K Report. If you type this in Google followed by a company name you will 
see results, for example, SEC 10-K Report Coca-Cola. You can also locate financial records for companies using 
general Google searches and also Ventureline.com, for which a link is provided below. Your instructor must 
approve of your company prior to your beginning substantive work on the project. Consider choosing a company 
that you can also obtain background information on as this will be useful for some areas of the investigation. For 
your final report provide a one paragraph to one page description of your company including basic facts such as 
financial status, market it operates in, product or service, etc.  
 
Ventureline.com is an excellent site to research and obtain the financial statements of companies and to obtain 
results from specific ratio analyses. 
 
https://www.ventureline.com/financial-statement-analysis/ 
 
2. Offender Profile (suggested length one page) 
 
Using the criminological theories discussed in Module 2, develop a profile of the potential fraud offender for this 
company. Be sure to consider all factors in the company’s background, such as what geographic areas they operate 
in, whether and how often employees are in an office or in the field, what industry they operate in, competitor 
activity, past fraudulent activity, etc. For this section, focus exclusively on the offender. You will delve into red flags 
and risk factors in the next section. 
  
3. Identify Risk (suggested length one page) 
 
Utilize the techniques presented in Module 2 to create a list of potential internal and external threats to this 
company. Develop a list of at least 25 specific risks that the firm will face. For example, (1) check employee cell 
phone usage via report to identify personal use (internal threat) or (2) monitor any medical bills received from Dr. 
Smith, as he was just indicted for medical fraud (external threat).  
 
4. Identify Red Flags (suggested length one page) 
 
As discussed in Module 2, develop a list of red flags that your company can use as part of fraud prevention efforts. 
Remember that these can be used as part of your database parameters when performing forensic analytics. Design 
at least 10-15 red flags based on the risks developed in the previous section.  
 
5. Analyze Financial Documents (suggested length two pages) 
 
As presented in Module 5, review and analyze the financial information from your company. The first step in this 
section is to import your financial data into MS Excel. Once this is complete, perform a forensic analysis of the 
data, looking for discrepancies and abnormalities. Remember, when looking at financial data it is important to 
ponder the numbers myopically, but also don’t forget to take a broader perspective as well. In other words, as we 
discussed in Module 5, ask whether sales and revenue match, how they are related/correlated, etc. Paste your 
Excel spreadsheet into the document.  
 

SAMPLE



6. Perform Two Forensic Analytical Tests (suggested length two pages) 
 
This is where you get to show off your skills! In this section of the paper, perform two forensic tests selected from 
the list below on company data. You may use any form of data to analyze. If you could not locate any useable data, 
you may fabricate your own data set using at least 10 data cells in Excel. The data you use must be approved by 
your instructor as a deliverable in the Week 4 outline.  Following is a list of tests from which you must choose the 
two you will perform:  
 

 Data Profile 

 Histogram 

 Period Graph 

 Ratio 

 Correlation 

 Time-Series Analysis  

 Benford’s Law  
  
7. Interpretation And Summary (suggested length two pages) 
 
For the final section of your report, provide a full summary of your findings. Assemble an overview of your 
research on all sections listed. Don’t forget to include potential future threats that the company may face and also 
a formula for a successful fraud prevention strategy.  
 
Support your analysis, assertions, and/or positions by citing and integrating knowledge from at least five credible 
or scholarly sources, at last four of which are not the course textbook. The CSU-Global Library is a good place to 
find credible and scholarly sources. Your paper should be 3-4 pages in length, with document and citation 
formatting in conformity with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 
 
8. Forensic Analysis Slide Show Presentation (worth 50 points of the 350) 
 
As forensic examiners, you will often be asked to present your findings to various people/groups involved in your 
case. In this final task, you are required to develop a PowerPoint presentation of at least 10 slides showcasing a full 
summation of your work. Be sure to include specifics on your analysis and also recommendations for further study 
and preventative efforts.  
 
Note that this presentation will be a separate deliverable and will be graded according to a separate grading rubric. 
 
 
Option #2: Forensic Analysis Investigation Case Study 
 
This project is similar in structure to Option #1 except:  
 

 In this option the forensic analyst will choose an actual fraud case that has previously been investigated 
and prosecuted.  

 In this option, the analyst will play the role of an investigator who is presenting the case at a fraud 
conference and, as such, the final product will be strictly in a presentation format.  There will be no 
narrative document associated with this option.  

 
For this Portfolio Project, you will assume the role of a forensic analyst who has been asked to perform a forensic 
assessment of a “real-world” fraud case that has been prosecuted. Imagine you have been asked to present your 
findings at a fraud conference; therefore, the final submission will be a presentation developed in PowerPoint, 
Google Presentations, Prezi, or the application of your choice. 
 
You will be required to apply all of the skills and techniques that are presented in the eight course modules to run 
forensic tests and then interpret your findings, creating a usable fraud-detection strategy.  
 
SAMPLE



Visit the IRS website below and choose from the cases listed. This will be the focal point of your analysis.   
 
http://www.irs.gov/uac/Examples-of-Corporate-Fraud-Investigations-Fiscal-Year-2013 
 
The following Portfolio Milestones are deliverable before midnight on Sunday of Weeks 2, 4 and 6: 
 

 Due 11:59 p.m. Sunday of Week 2: A summary of your chosen case and company. (See the Module 2 
Folder and item #1 below for description). 

 Due 11:59 p.m. Sunday of Week 4: An outline of the Portfolio Project plus the data that you will 
analyze. Provide a complete outline of the written part of the Portfolio Project assignment. The outline 
should be of sufficient length for your project and research collected as of Week 4. You are not required 
to provide a great deal of detail; this deliverable is mostly to ensure that you are on track to complete 
your project by the end of Week 8. 

 Optional: 11:59 p.m. Sunday of Week 6: You may submit a draft of the slide show portion of your Portfolio 
Project any time before Sunday midnight of Week 6 to get feedback from the instructor before Sunday 
midnight of Week 7. This is an optional assignment. However, it is recommended that you take advantage 
of this opportunity to receive recommendations and evaluation for your project. 

 
There are seven main areas that must be addressed in this investigation and in the final document report. 
 
Case Profile (suggested length: 2-3 PowerPoint slides) 
 
Choose an IRS fraud case from the link provided. Perform background searches on the company involved by 
searching the internet or the CSU-Global Library’s LexisNexis to find financial documents—at minimum an income 
statement and balance sheet. Larger companies can be located using an SEC 10-K Report. If you type this in Google 
followed by a company name, you will see results, for example, SEC 10-K Report Coca-Cola. You can also locate 
financial records for companies using general Google searches and also Ventureline.com, for which a link is 
provided below. Your instructor must approve of your case prior to your beginning substantive work on the 
project. For your final report, provide a one- to two-slide PowerPoint description of your company including basic 
facts such as financial status, market it operates in, product or service, etc. 
 
Ventureline.com is an excellent site to research and obtain the financial statements of companies and to obtain 
results from specific ratio analyses. 
 
Provide the name of the company of your choice, URLs and/or contact information to specify where you will get 
your data and company information, and a short description of the company, including the type of business, 
products and/or services offered, markets served, size, and financial status. 
 
Your company profile should be 2-3 PowerPoint slides with document and citation formatting in conformity 
with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 
 
1. Offender Profile (suggested length: 2-3 PowerPoint slides)  
Using the criminological theories discussed in Module 2, develop a profile of the fraud offender for this company. 
Internet searches will reveal important information pertaining to the offender. Be sure to consider all factors in the 
company’s background, such as what geographic areas it operates in, whether and how often employees are in an 
office or in the field, what industry it operates in, competitor activity, past fraudulent activity, etc. For this section, 
focus exclusively on the offender. You will delve into red flags and risk factors in the next section. 
 
2. Identify Risk (suggested length: 2-3 PowerPoint slides)  
Utilize the techniques presented in Module 2 to create a list of potential internal and external threats to this 
company. Develop a list of at least 25 specific risks that the firm will face. For example, (1) check employee cell 
phone usage via report to identify personal use (internal threat) or (2) monitor any medical bills received from Dr. 
Smith, as he was just indicted for medical fraud (external threat). Consider this something the company can now 
use as part of their fraud strategy.  
 
3. Identify Red Flags (suggested length: 2-3 PowerPoint slides)  

SAMPLE



As discussed in Module 2, develop a list of red flags that this company can use as part of fraud-prevention efforts. 
Remember that these can be used as part of your database parameters when performing forensic analytics. Aim to 
design at least 10 to 15 red flags based on the risks developed in the previous section. 
 
4. Analyze Financial Documents (suggested length: 3-6 PowerPoint slides)  
As presented in Module 5, review and analyze the financial information from your company. The first step in this 
section is to import your financial data into MS Excel. Once this is completed, perform a forensic analysis of the 
data, looking for discrepancies and abnormalities. Remember, when looking at financial data it is important to 
ponder the numbers myopically, but don’t forget to take a broader perspective as well. In other words, as we 
discussed in Module 5, ask whether sales and revenue match, and how they are related/correlated, for example. 
Paste your Excel spreadsheet into a PowerPoint slide.  
 
5. Perform Two Forensic Analytical Tests (suggested length: 4-6 PowerPoint slides)  
This is where you get to show off your skills! In this section of the paper, perform two forensic tests selected from 
the list below on company data. You may use any form of data to analyze. If you could not locate any usable data, 
you may fabricate your own data set using at least 10 data cells in Excel. The data you use must be approved by 
your instructor as a deliverable in the Week 4 outline. Following is a list of tests from which you must choose the 
two you will perform: 
 

 Data Profile 

 Histogram 

 Period Graph 

 Ratio 

 Correlation 

 Time-Series Analysis 

 Benford’s Law 
 
6. Interpretation and Summary (suggested length: 5-6 PowerPoint slides)  
For the final section of your report, provide a full summary of your findings. Assemble an overview of your 
research on all sections listed. Don’t forget to include potential future threats that the company may face and also 
a formula for a successful fraud-prevention strategy. Note key areas where the company was vulnerable and what 
countermeasures could have been put in place to avoid these.  
 
Support your analysis, assertions, and/or positions by citing and integrating knowledge from at least four credible 
or scholarly sources, one of which may be course textbook. The CSU-Global Library is a good place to find credible 
and scholarly sources. Your total presentation should be at least 20 PowerPoint slides in length with document and 
citation formatting in conformity with CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements. 
 
7. Forensic Analysis Essay Presentation (worth 50 points of the 315) 
 
As forensic examiners, you will often be asked to summarize your findings to various people/groups involved in 
your case. In this final task, you are required to develop a narrative summary of at least 5 pages showcasing a full 
summation of your work. Be sure to include specifics on your analysis and also recommendations for further study 
and preventative efforts.  
 
Note that this presentation will be a separate deliverable and will be graded according to a separate grading rubric. 
 
Ensure your presentation is well organized, well written, and clearly conveys your findings to an appropriate target 
audience. 

 
 

Course Policies 
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Course Grading 
 
20% Discussion Participation 
45% Critical Thinking Assignments  
35% Final Portfolio Paper 
0%   Live Classroom 
 
 

Grading Scale and Policies 

A 95.0 – 100 

A- 90.0 – 94.9 

B+ 86.7 – 89.9 

B 83.3 – 86.6 

B- 80.0 – 83.2 

C+ 75.0 – 79.9 

C 70.0 – 74.9 

D 60.0 – 69.9 

F 59.9 or below 
 

In-Classroom Policies 
For information on late work and incomplete grade policies, please refer to our In-Classroom Student Policies 
and Guidelines or the Academic Catalog for comprehensive documentation of CSU-Global institutional policies. 
 

Academic Integrity 
Students must assume responsibility for maintaining honesty in all work submitted for credit and in any other 
work designated by the instructor of the course. Academic dishonesty includes cheating, fabrication, facilitating 
academic dishonesty, plagiarism, reusing /re-purposing your own work (see CSU-Global Guide to Writing and 
APA Requirements for percentage of repurposed work that can be used in an assignment), unauthorized 
possession of academic materials, and unauthorized collaboration. The CSU-Global Library provides information 
on how students can avoid plagiarism by understanding what it is and how to use the Library and Internet 
resources. 
 
Citing Sources with APA Style 
All students are expected to follow the CSU-Global Guide to Writing and APA Requirements when citing in APA 
(based on the APA Style Manual, 6th edition) for all assignments. For details on CSU-Global APA style, please 
review the APA resources within the CSU-Global Library under the “APA Guide & Resources” link. A link to this 
document should also be provided within most assignment descriptions on your course’s Assignments page. 
 
Disability Services Statement 
CSU–Global is committed to providing reasonable accommodations for all persons with disabilities. Any student 
with a documented disability requesting academic accommodations should contact the Disability Resource 
Coordinator at 720-279-0650 and/or email ada@CSUGlobal.edu for additional information to coordinate 
reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.  

Netiquette 
Respect the diversity of opinions among the instructor and classmates and engage with them in a courteous, 
respectful, and professional manner. All posts and classroom communication must be conducted in accordance 
with the student code of conduct. Think before you push the Send button. Did you say just what you meant? 
How will the person on the other end read the words?  
  
Maintain an environment free of harassment, stalking, threats, abuse, insults or humiliation toward the 
instructor and classmates. This includes, but is not limited to, demeaning written or oral comments of an ethnic, 
religious, age, disability, sexist (or sexual orientation), or racist nature; and the unwanted sexual advances or 
intimidations by email, or on discussion boards and other postings within or connected to the online classroom.  
 
If you have concerns about something that has been said, please let your instructor know. SAMPLE

http://portal.csuglobal.edu/document/ACPOLICIES
http://portal.csuglobal.edu/document/ACPOLICIES
mailto:ada@CSUGlobal.edu



